LAPB / LA Chapter of The Wildlife Society

Fall Business Meeting Notes

3:20 pm Friday, August 13, 2009

NOAA Estuarine Habitats and Coastal Fisheries Center
Lafayette, LA

Call to order and introductions:
Present:

Michael Carloss



Travis Dufour
John Pitre




Sammy King
Kim Marie Tolson



Billy Minser (Tennessee TWS)
Cassidy Lejeune



Andy Nyman
Wayne Norling



Aaron Pierce
Patti Holland




Amity Bass

Tabitha Owen




Tony Vidrine

E.J. Raynor




Scott Longman

Jay Huner




Matt Pieron

Fred Kimmel




Marty Floyd

Larry Reynolds



Paul Whitehead

David Breithaupt



Theresa Cross

Lance Ardoin




Karen Edwards

Mike Carloss, LAPB President provided attendees with a meeting agenda.  Then he called for the secretary’s and treasure’s reports.

Secretary’s Report – Cassidy Lejeune provided a brief summary of the February 2009 spring meeting notes.
Treasure’s Report – John Pitre

John presented a written financial report for spring 2009 to fall 2009.  He provided a summary and update on the following accounts:

Section 1

· Former Louisiana Wildlife Biologists Association accounts

· $60 savings account at Campus Federal Credit Union:  The funds are still not accessible because the account is under signature authority of Steve Mathies, former LWBA president.  Mr. Mathies was contacted after the spring 2009 meting and he agreed to assist with the issue.
· Home Bank accounts:
· $3,857.42

· $4,636.70

· Former Louisiana Chapter of the Wildlife Society accounts (Iberia Bank)
· Deer study group endowment:  $6,930.32
· Life membership dues:  $1,064.11
Section II – CapitalOne checking account
The balance in January 2009 was $11,633.44.  Between January 2009 and August 2009, $418.00 was deposited into the account and $627.40 was deducted.  Deposits/credits included quarterly rebates and a $150 deposit.  Payments/debits included payments to Louisiana Outdoor Writers Association, LWF affiliation dues, postage, and TWS dues.  The balance as of August 7, 2009 was $11,424.04.  

Please see John Pitre’s report for more details.
Reports of Committees
Next, Tony Vidrine provided a report on the scholarship committee.  Tony stated that he, Mike Carloss, Larry Reynolds, and Kenny Ribbeck assisted with the scholarship process for 2009.  The scholarship application was finalized and made available via the LAPB website.  The committee decided that the scholarship would be for $500.00 with the recipient receiving ½ during the spring semester and the other ½ during the fall semester.  The selection committee decided that that this year’s emphasis would be on undergraduate studies.   

After advertising the scholarship, they received four applications.  One student applied from the following universities:  UL Lafayette, UL Monroe, McNeese State University, and Louisiana State University.  Tony stated that the scholarship award would be presented at the LAPB social.  He also suggested LAPB members to encourage college students to apply for next year.   
Old Business
Mike Carloss reported briefly on the status of the LAPB website.  He stated that the website was recently updated by Mark Parr.  He praised Mark for doing a great job with updating and enhancing the site and suggested that LAPB award him for his efforts with a commemorative plaque.
Next, Mike provided an update on the ongoing effort to send a letter requesting the support of government agencies for the LAPB Fall Symposium.  He reported that the letter was finalized and distributed thanks to Larry Reynolds.  Mike also commended John Pitre for being persistent and “keeping the fire going.”  The letter encouraged agency personnel attendance at the 2009 symposium and thanked agencies for past participation.  Mike stated that the distribution of this letter will hopefully encourage more attendance at future symposiums.

Finally, Mike discussed the status of the LAPB logo competition and the newsletter editor.  He provided a brief background about the competition to develop a new logo, but stated that the issue would be tabled until further notice due to lack of participation and the pending TWS name issue.  He stated that an update would be provided at a later date (possibly via the newsletter).  Also, he notified attendees that Matt Pieron is completing his PhD and will soon be relinquishing his newsletter editor responsibility.  He thanked Matt for his work as editor and stated that LAPB needs to search for a new editor.   
New Business
The first “new business” topic discussed was the 2010 Fall Symposium topic.  Mike opened the floor to discussion.  Some ideas included feral hogs, coastal wetland loss with an emphasis on wildlife, grassland restoration, restoration ecology, stream restoration, mitigation (values and/or lack of value), etc.  Billy Minser of the Tennessee TWS and SE Section of TWS suggested developing a LAPB council retreat which has proven effective at the national level.  The retreat would include field trips and discussion to assist with decisions such as the topic for the next symposium.  Mike stated that he and Andy Nyman would discuss this further with Billy.  Also, he said that the symposium topic would be finalized at the LAPB spring 2010 meeting (LWF Convention - Toledo Bend) and suggested soliciting ideas via the newsletter.

Mike then suggested a discussion of ideas for improving the organization.  He encouraged members to improve and expand LAPB.  He stated that it has been difficult to find committee members and sometimes attendance is poor at LAPB events.  He encouraged LAPB members to participate and push for new membership.  He concluded this topic by requesting all members to give this topic “much thought.”

Mike incorporated the discussion of improving LAPB into LAPB’s participation in resolutions at the annual LWF Convention.  He stated that LAPB has proposed few resolutions through the organization.  Marty Floyd stated that LAPB sponsored and/or co-sponsored four resolutions last year but none before that.  A few topics were discussed such as promoting more utilization of segmented breakwaters for coastal restoration, urging LDWF to have a 24 hr. enforcement presence on WMAs and refuges, etc.  Mike urged all members to develop resolutions so that they could be distributed for comments.            

After the discussion about resolutions, a question about generating more funds for the organization was raised by Tony Vidrine.  He asked about the possibility of changing LAPB’s certificates of deposit to make more interest from the accounts (such as extending the certificates for a longer time).  John Pitre replied that it may not work for some accounts because funds are needed scholarships and that their may not be much difference between a nine month and 60 month certificate of deposit.  Tony then stated that we should look into alternatives since the rates may go up soon.  John agreed and further stated that LAPB may want to look into investing the checking account money (approx. $11,000) that is not earning any interest.  After discussion about options and possibly looking into ways to obtain higher interest rates, Larry Reynolds suggested that the LAPB Treasurer (John Pitre) should be able to make a decision on his own.  He also brought up the Robert Helm scholarship and said that LAPB needs to get more creative on the best way to generate more money.  He suggested a five percent interest per year checking account that he has used for a personal account.  Subsequently, a few ideas were suggested such as the development of a finance sub-committee to create ideas for making more money, creating a mutual fund, combining accounts, and having John Pitre investigate options and report to LAPB with results.  The final decision was to have John create a brief proposal and to move on to the next issue.

Comments by Billy Minser, TWS (SE Section Representative)

After concluding the “new business” portion of the meeting, Sammy King introduced Billy Minser who attended the LAPB Fall Symposium to discuss the LAPB/LA Chapter of TWS issue with LAPB members.  Billy started by providing background information about himself including his early involvement with TWS as a student and his realization of the benefits of TWS while working for Georgia Game and Fish.  He found that tough decisions were often not made as he desired due to outside influences.  Thus, he figured out that TWS could be used to assist with making correct decision.
Next, Billy provided a little information about the SE Section of TWS.  He stated that the SE Section included 14 states and was setup to assist organizations such as LAPB and other state chapters to get their objectives accomplished via the national section of TWS.  He stated that he represented local sections at the national level.  He provided professional staff at TWS (council) updates on issues and the needs of the local sections.  He also clarified that TWS was an international non-profit scientific and professional organization that represents the scientific community including all aspects of wildlife and habitat (including all vertebrates and habitats).  He continued by providing some of the benefits of being a member of TWS such as receiving publications about science based management and providing members with more power to personally “make a difference.”  He stated that the priorities of TWS are to provide technical reviews, position statement on pressing issues (feral cats, baiting/feeding wildlife, etc.), develop professional working groups, and assist with issues in Congress such as wetland preservation.  

After providing a brief overview of TWS, Billy discussed the issue of LAPB and the LA Chapter of TWS.  He stated that Louisiana has had a LA Chapter of TWS since 1984 when LAPB was called the Louisiana Association of Wildlife Biologists (LAWB).  He said that he applauded how LAWB expanded to include all aspects of Louisiana’s natural resources (i.e., development of LAPB), but TWS still considered LAPB the LA Chapter of TWS.  The bylaws were not changed in Washington.  He concluded by stating that he would like to see LAPB remain the LA Chapter of TWS and that there are ways to keep two organizations such as having meeting simultaneously, having the same executive committee, etc.

Billy then opened the floor to questions and discussion.  A few key issues that were discussed were as follows.  They mainly included inconsistencies with LAPB bylaws and TWS bylaws.
· Term limits for LAPB executive committee

· Name change from LAPB to possibly LA Chapter of TWS – some members felt that the LAPB name was created to expand to include non-game, fisheries, etc.  
· Newsletter editor must be elected not appointed and must be member of TWS

· Potential loss of TWS funds which would potentially increase LAPB dues
· LAPB is/would be more influential with TWS backing (i.e., being included under TWS “umbrella”)

· Benefit of having tax ID

· Different logos for LAPB and LA Chapter of TWS

· LAPB executive committee requirement to be member of national TWS

· Membership and more participation required

After the discussion, a motion was made by Kim Marie Tolson to adopt TWS bylaws and keep both names (LAPB and LA Chapter of TWS).  Andy Nyman seconded the motion and the vote was unanimous to adopt the motion.  

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 4:45 pm.
